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S mgestaze

" DearMr. Paboojian

" Hudden and Gopal regarding the defay in-releasing the Coroner's Officareport -~ "+
" " regarding Ms. Adanalian. Asyou know, | understand the grief and concern that effects . o
""" both your client and the Dalition family. { am’also certain that the Coroner's Office joins - .
* . yeiu in your wish to have this matter finally resolved: To this end, the Coroner has besin,”
" cautious but has not been unduly influenced by the Dalition famnily or their pathologist, .
" D Pleiffer. We have been influenced by the concem coming from all aspects of this -

i Your letter has a few inaccuracies that | feel { must point out. First, Mrc
© .. 7.7 . Adanalian did not have to re.tainihis‘-;owﬂ;expertfar th.e-a!.rtopsy;' ~The Corcner, asis the -~ .
" cuse with mast doctors, is eager to have colleagues join his staff for autopsies. Dr. "
" Pleiffer was invited o the autopsy before the extent of the animosity betweenthe .
- parties was fully known. Had Mr. Adanalian not retained an expert, Dr. Pfeiffer would " .-
 have been summarily uninvited. And, you were advised of this by me. This mirrored - -
. ourstanceasto the presence of the parties at the depositions: both sides or none. SR
. Second, you have inmated that the Coroner does not have control overthe - o
" irwestigation. In truth, the Coraner has had to exert greater control over this matter -~ "
" because of the animosity between the parties and because of the efforts of both sides -

. Propersdientiicanalysis can be time-consuming especially when deafng S
. with tainted test resuits. As you pointed out, the mercury contamination wasduetothe -
-+ methods used to preserve the samples for testing. The re-sampling and re-testing L
" confirmed that mercury was not involved inMs. Adanalian's passing.. Therefore, inlight .

" ofthis conclusive result, the heart must once again be examined as the possible cause
- _.of death. Youare correct in that Dr. Edwards has pravided us a report o the cardiac. .
" fissue;Unfortunately, the report you quote uses language that does ntinspire ~ © -
_confidence. The Coroner is most.concerned with the word chaice in the sentence that -
o spysiyAsihaps the borderline myacarditis and the right ventricular adiposity renders
56 Reart somewhat susceptible to develop arthythmia.” (Emphasis added.) | am sure’,
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that bott you and your clien would like the most definitive answer that the Coroner can
SR provrde To that end the: Coroner is awartmg the return of the cardiac specirien ; and
1 inends to send same for testing to: Stanford to. 2 pathotogrst of the Coroner's. choosing
- This: actxon is: belng taken rndependent of the mteres‘ts oF. mput of either your client, the |
“I o Dalition family or their counsel. - Indeed; the Coroner is not. invalving himseif or his. ofﬁce -'_
0L Lwihthe Daiition famlly, their- counsel or their expert pathotogrs’t: The Corgner's report rs
-7 potbeing held up: heoausewe are walung for Dr..Pfeiffer any more than the Coroner
_ i : 2

" was interested it - - eﬂpeﬁﬂnathologlst._tnjaot.ﬁwa&Dru_.___;
,.'_k"-f-P'erﬁer's oolleague atthe(Mayo clrn:c Dr Edwards that prepared the above—quoted o
R rEport that the Coroner is prepared to rely upon for hrs report D S

o I realrze that you and your clrent have had much to deal wrm espemally in.
R hqht of the recent media coverage but the Caroner jumping to conclusions and not
I _rssurng a ful!y and soundly rnvestlgated report wtll serve no purpose for. anyone ‘

e Fnatty as you have ne. doubt ascertamed the report wrll not be :ssued
R _wrthm the 72 hours as you requested Neither are we willing at this time to honor your .
‘*/ . request for a meeting:: At this stage in the investigation, nothrng further can be done .
S without a reliable report on the cardiac sample.. As | am sure you understand, the
- Cproner wrshes to complete his. thorough mveetrgation wrthout addrt:onal mput from the
-"..fcmrlles SPRE S ST .

S [ apprec:ate your kll'ld consrderatlon |n the handhng of thrs matter If you
e have any questrons please do not hesrtate to calt Unt:l then I remaln. Sl
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s ‘PHI‘LL‘IP“S" CRONN -
County Counsel

S

By‘ JULIANA F GMUR _
Deputy County Cour\sel

vrd Hadden, Coroner
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