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Death: Coroner
exhumed Fresno
woman’s body

Continued from Page Al

tests were later determined to .

be contaminated because of
“technical problems.”

Coroner’s officials exhumed
Adanalian’s body in June for a
second autopsy and to obtain

additional samples. It was a~

rare action in Fresno County

— one that only occurs every

few years.

. In a recent deposition, the .

county’s chief forensic patholo- -
. gist, Dr. Venu Gopal, stopped

short of classifying Adana-

lian's death as suspicious or

the result of foul play but said, =

“This is a mysterious death.
That's all I would say.”
Pathologists from the Mayo

Clinic also are assisting in the
testing as are other patholo-

gists from around the state..

“There’s no evidence she
died of natural causes,” her fa-
. ther, George Dalition, said. “It
means we need an mvest1ga-
tion.”

At the request of the family,
Fresno police began a prelimi-
nary investigation that yield-
ed nothing suspicious.

“An investigator has inter--

viewed most of the family
members,” homicide Sgt.
Daryl Green said. “We took a
look at. it after it was brought

to our attention. We've got no.

conclusions, and we're await-
%ing word from the Coroner’s Of-
ce.”

Mark Adanalian said he,
too, wants answers. He be-
lieves his wife died of natural
causes, perhaps a cardiac dis-
order. He initially balked at

the idea of having her body ex->

humed — behavior that raised
gsome suspicions among rela-
.tives.

“Do I like it? No,” Mark
Adanalian said. “My wife was
buried, and I feel that was her

- resting place. But if it’s going
to help find out why Lmda
died, then I'm going to do it.

So far, early test results are -
inconclusive, varying widely”
depending on whom you ask.
Mayo Clinic patholegist Dr.
William D. Edwards found
“death was most hkely due toa
‘cardiac disorder.”

But according to a Fresno™
County autopsy report, patthL:—
ogxst Dr. Albert Siu found noth‘-%
ing unusual while inspectitig *
Linda Adanalian’s heart. =

Another Mayo Clini¢ pathol‘
ogist, Dr. Eric Pfeifer, said, “If =
just doesn’t seem like a cardlac :
kind of death. ... I didn’t see™
anything, not anythmg in thé‘n
heart that can explain it.”

Based on Linda Adanalisn’s—
early symptoms — diarrhea,”

_vertigo, dehydration and low..

blood pressure — Pieifer said--
the death was “completely™
strange” and even in line with-
someone who had been poi-=;
soned.

“There are natural diseases
that will do that, but to make™
that call, we_ have to rule out _
other thin s,” he said.

Mark Adanalian does not bex ...
lieve there was any foul play.=
He said he was surpriséd
when Fresno Police arrived at -
his office to interview him. He ~
first thought they were there~=
to sell him tickets to a police::
ball,

When they asked about his -
wife, he said he answered all--
their questions. No Iawyer Wa& :
necessary.

Since the exhumation, he
said he has answered more™
questions from curious ac-..
quaintances. . - =

“We need to put all this stuff
to rest,” he said. “People that™
know me know that I love my __
wife. I miss my wife. She's the ™
mother of my children. But the
rumors are going around. Ev-
erybody wants to know what’s
Fomg on, SO COMme oI, COroner,
et’s put it out there.” E

But the family may never
find answers. A small percent--_
age of deaths — between 1%
and 3% are left undetermined,
said Fresno County Coroner~"
David Hadden. Test results
could take a couple more
months to be completed. -

“It is very difficult for the
family because they lack a..
sense of closure,” Hadden said.
“That’s why in these cases, wes.-
go to great lengths to make~
sure we haven't overlooked



