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Sepamber 10, 2001

Vany Gopal, M U,

Chietf Forenglc Pathologist
County of Freanc

760 Weat Niwisen Avenue
Fresno, CA §3708

RE:  Dewth of Line Adanatian

Dear Dr. Goped
Al your request | have reviesad the following metarial:

T Community Madical Canter Emargency Room escords of

(2ri1f0).

Samt Agres Modicn! senter reconds,

Dr. Albert Siu, Fresno County Corohe's nutopey report

{4128/00}.

Netione! Medics! Services report {2/5/01).

Dr. Allen P burke, Armett Forces Instituts of Fathology

repoit {14400

Dr. Staven M. Choollian's letter (5/48/00).

Lr, Wititerr: ©. Fdwarga’, Mayo Chnc pethology repon

(3723000},

Dr. Geral! |. Berry, Stanforg Pathology Consultants

repon (871200},

Dr, Nellixs A. Seith. Cardiovascuiar Madicing report

{35000}

10. Dr. Venu Gops! deposttion transcript excerpls (8/26/00)

1. Dr. Devid Haaden affideits (8/24/00)

12 Mineral King Laborstary reperts (2/25/00, 2/29/00.
A0, BIR/00, 111101, 13101, 3/23/01).

12 Cargille Laboratorias, inc. report (3/14/00).

1. Maye Cinic aulopsy toxicology teporis (841500, 77300,

1% Meyo Clinie snsdysis reparts (17401, 2/8/01 )1

1€, Dr. Hanry 3. Spilier report erd letters (1/12/01, 2/21/01,
88707, SN 10T, TIZH01).

17 Qv Eric A, Ploifer reports (2/12/01, $/11/01).

18 Dr. Bermand Eisengs sned Join Teasteeil i1 report
(3123/01).

il

No o o

o ™



16,

20,
21,
2.
3.

Dr. Gworge F. Jockson, dvotions! Madical Sendoes sapsrt
ragon (4/¢5/01).

Or Richar F. Cisek report (4/12/01)

Ov. B. N. Schrauzer repornt (3/28001).

Dr. Reymmond ¥. Burk report (4/16701).

Dr. Keen Nuttali report (577/04).

Many of the above nuiex reports ang records have detaied the
history and postmortem finding In the death of Linds Adenalian
Additionaily, many of these price reports have provided sn exiensive
revigw of setsnium polsoning including published artcies. | balieve it &
unnotessary to rapset in detsil the particukers of this case OF Seleniom
pusoning. Theretors, heving reviewed thess moards and reports, |
ofter the foliowing brie! obssrvatlons sng opinfons bessd upon my
ecucation, inowisdge anc 30 years experience in hrensic toxicology:

1.

Case History: BHafly, priar 1o her death Me. Linda Adanaiien
was 3 healthy 37 year okt temale without e algnticent past
medical Nstory.  Or the day of het geath, she axperiances
nauses, disrhes and @ generst malsise that in the svening
progressed 10 5n epiasnde 0f syhoope and deveiopment of
chiest paing and difficulty in breathing. Following agmigson
to the hospital hwr condluon rapidly deteriorated o mukl.
organ fatiure ang death.

Autopsy Findinge: The initial aulopsy findings were
vnremetkably s did not disclose o caJse Yor her death
Later the body was exhumed for s second sulopsy Induding
sceciel cardiopathoicpy sudies. No prosa or histopathologic
Gause Of CeRl Was bvident. MOwever, axtensive 1oxicology
sudies gomonsirates signiticantly eleveted concantrations
of wilenium in the tweues tested; kicney, iver, fung, ang
splsen.

There a1 no apeeifie. ciinical signs or sympioms. nor routine
cirical faborutory tests thal may be onsiderad pathopnomie
for scute Selsnium polsoning. Mowsver, Selanium b capable
©! progusing the rapid development of myltbangan fathire
ano teuth as displayod by Mrs. Adangiian.

The lsok of speciic histopethologic indings ls consistent
with: taath from many poisons, including Selemurr,.

The postmontem Seisnium concentraiions i both fresh and
thry tissuoe obtoimed from Mrs. Adanallen gre conxitent with
velue reported 1 provicus ceses of Salenium polsoning
The iack of 3 sipnificanty rlovated concamtradion of
selenium in her heir saampies s conaixisnt with an acute
OXLOR.IIT.
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€ Giver, the ipck Ot pri SipIICEIT mmdice’ history, the capid
cneet of tels! lness, the lack of sigoMeant gross or
hatonahologic fnding ot sutopsy ano the todeniogy test
e3ulE In this tase, /iy my opinion that the death of Mrs.
Lincis Aduriakon lg consistont with aoute Seienium

polsoning.
Very !Z MP
Alphonse Poidis, Ph.D.
Director. MCVH Toxicoiogy L at




